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The year 1955 was a period of considerable activity in the U.K. 
There was an excellent summer, with a six-week period of unbroken 
good weather in July and August ; consequently, the rock climbs 
were in unusually good condition and climbs which are normally wet, 
such as Zero Gully on Ben Nevis, \Vere exceptionally dry. However, 
the year did not bring a large number of notable first ascents ; in 
Scotland and Cornwall, there was considerable exploration, but else
where it was a year in which the hardest climbs were repeated by 
an increasing number of leaders. Partly, this was the result of the 
weather, but also because the standard of climbing among the very 
best climbers has come closer to that set by Brown in the rock-climbing 
revolution of the past five years. In Wales, many of the Brown climbs 
have been repeated by a small group of leaders even the famous 
Cenotaph Corner of Dinas Cromlech has had a second ascent. 

Scotland. In Skye, the Old Man of Storr was climbed by D. 
Whillans and G. J. Sutton ; it required an XS climb, on bad rock. 

On Ben Nevis, the main impetus was in summer climbing. Members 
of the Creag Dhu Club made two fine first ascents, of Zero Gully (8), 
and Point Five Gully (VS) ; while C.U.M.C. parties completed the 
series of repetitions of Kellet's climbs (which hitherto had been sur
rounded with an aura of impregnability), which they had begun with 
an ascent of the Left Hand Route of Minus Two Buttress in September 
1954. The Right Hand Route was climbed by E. D. G. Langmuir, 
R. 0. Downes, and M. J. O'Hara; and in June, Downes and O'Hara 
did the second ascent of Gardyloo Buttress, which they found to be a 
hard and serious climb. They also did a new route (Easy VS), on 
Minus One Buttress. Sassenach, despite several attempts, remains 
unrepeated. 

There were at least twenty-four new routes done in Glencoe, but 
most were short. On August 21, two parties (J. A. Mars hall, A. H. 
Hendry, and D. Baton ; L. S. Lovat and T. Weir), did the first ascent 
of the Central Fork of the Dalness Chasm. They entered just below 
the Barrier Pitch, which had halted previous exploration ; this gave 
a 1oo-ft. VS lead, and the climb continued with interest for several 
hundred feet. J. Cunningham and M. Noon did three new routes on the 
lower North-east nose of Aonach Dubh ; and J. Brown and L. S. 
Lovat made a new route up the big wall to the right of Ossian 's Cave. 
The preparation of the new guide-book by T. W. Patey gave a con
siderable impetus to climbing in the Cairngorms. Of the winter 
climbs? one of the best of 1955 was the as<;ent of Shadow Buttress B 
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on Lochnagar, by Patey and A. Worth; in 1956, the Parallel Gully 
Buttress was climbed by Patey, J. Smith, and W. Brooker. During the 
summer, a girdle traverse (z,ooo ft.) was made of Lochnagar, and J. 
Smith and J. Dennis did the direct ascent of the corrie face of the Black 
Spout Pinnacle. Probably the hardest climb in the Cairngorms was 
made by Patey and J. Hay ; this is the diedre at the right hand end of 
the smooth slabs of Creagan a' Choire Etchachan (Crimson Slabs. 
vs. 350 ft. ). 

Lake District. The Scafell guide-book has been brought up to da~e 
by R. Miller, and several of the climbs done for this are believed to be 
second ascents. Slab and Groove on Scafell Crag was repeated by 
Miller and A. Brooks, while Pegasus and Hell's Groove on the East 
Buttress were done by Miller with P. Mo:ffat ; Whillans and J. SU;ther
land are reported to have made a new climb there (Trinity. VS). 
Easily the hardest climb on !{ern Knotts is Cenotaph, which was 
climbed for the first time by P. Ross ; it takes a line up the overhanging 
corner to the right of Sepulchre. In Langdale, Whillans and P. 
Whitwell did the second ascent of the Sword of Damocles in cold con
ditions, and H. Dra.sdo and A. Austin repeated Rubicon Groove. The 
third ascent of Laugh Not was made by D. T. Roscoe, Miss D. Shortall, 
and R. Moseley. Kipling Groove was climbed at least six times. A 
main centre of interest was Castle Rock, where P. J. Greenwood did 
the first ascent of Thirlmere Eliminate, leading through with P. Ross ; 
Brown and Whillans repeated this, and added a direct finish. Green
wood and Whitwell also did Angel's Highway: this climb goes up the 
very steep arete to the right of Harlot's Face, and has a first pitch of 
130 ft. The Triermain Eliminate was repeated by Ross, Greenwood 
and Barber ; and the North Crag Eliminate, having had its fourth and. 
fifth ascents by Ross and W alsh, is thought to be slightly harder than 
Kipling Groove. Apart from this, Black Crag in Borrowdale gave two 
hard new routes : the Girdle Traverse, which was done by Green
wood and Ross (who shared the lead) and D. ·English; and Obituary 
Grooves (Greenwood and Ross). 

W t,zles. The second ascent of the Cenotaph ·Corner was the out
standing event of the year. This climb was done by Whillans and 
W. Smith who found it about as hard as V ember, but, apparently, easier 
than the Grooves of Cyrn Las ; it was · popularly regarded as the 
hardest and certainly the most spectacular of Brown's routes, and its 
second ascent is a considerable event. Several of the other hard . 

climbs of Dinas Cromlech were repeated : Cemetery Gates was climbed 
at least four times, and Cobweb Crack and Jericho Wall had several 
ascents. Four parties did the Erosion Grooves of Carreg Wastad, and 
Brown and Whillans added a hard direct finish. The XS routes of 
Clogwyn y Grochan were likewise in vogue ; Sutplomb and Hangover 
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were repeated several times (the latter has been made considerably 
harder by the displacement of a block in the top groove) ; and a new 
route (N'Gombo. Hard VS) was added by Brown and Whillans in 
July. The very dry weather made a great difference to the condition 
of Craig Dhu ; Bro,vn and Whillans did the new routes and Black Wall 
was repeated by Bonnington, G. Francis and J. Ward. On Cyrn Las, 
Whillans and Smith did the Grooves, which seem to have been excep
tionally difficult ; while on Dinas Mot, H. I. Banner, P. H. Henry and 
G. Wilson made a new Very Severe, which runs across Diagonal Route. 
Clogwyn du'r Arddu gave excellent sport as always. Several new 
ascents were made : on the Far East Buttress, Whillans and Brown 
added a 310ft. XS route on August 20; they had climbed the groove 
directly above Sunset Crack ( 130 ft. XS) in July; just to the left of 
Bloody Slab, a new route of 450 ft., which contains a very long lead, 
was added by Whillans and V. Bett on July 9· Many of Brown's 
climbs were done for the second and third times ; Whillans and 
Roscoe did the second ascent of V ember, and Moseley led the third 
ascent of Octo. The Corner, East Gully Grooves, and East Gully 
Wall, were done several times by a small number of climbers, who 
included Banner, Bonnington, D. C. Bull, and J. M. Turner. Whillans 
repeated most of Brown's climbs, with the exception of Diglyph and 
the Boulder. J. Streetly had a remarkable fortnight with Whillans ; 
among many other climbs, they did Suicide Wall, when Whillans did 
what was probably the first unseen lead, and the second ascent of 
Suicide Groove, led by Streetly ; he also led Ogof Direct in bad 
conditions, without aid. 

South-west England. In south-west England there is a great deal 
of good climbing. In the Avon Gorge, for example, Bonnington and 
Francis found one of the most exacting routes they have ever done, in 
Mercavity (2ooft. XS). The Avon and Cheddar Gorges have recently 
become popular centres for weekend climbers. The sea cliffs of 
Cornwall give climbing which, for beauty of position, and ·soundness of 
rock, is not excelled ; these very extensive cliffs are used by the Royal 
Marines Commando Cliff Assault Wing, and much of the recent 
exploration is due to them. I 9 55 saw a great increase in the popularity 
of Cornish climbing, and the possibilities of several crags were explored. 
This was nowhere more evident than on the Bosigran Face in Porth
moina Cove ; whereas before there were only a couple of VD routes, 
and two VS, now the weaknesses have been almost fully exploited. 
H. G. Nicol and F. R. Brooke began the process with the first ascent 
of Beaker Route ; then J. H. Deacon and R. Goodier made a series of 
new ascents, culminating in the XS girdle traverse, the String of Pearls 
( 7 so ft. ). The brothers P. H. and B. Biven, together with T. Peck, 
made a strong contribution, with, among others, the XS Suicide Wall, 
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which is the hardest climb on the Face. While Bosigran Face is the 
most striking example, the other cliffs, such as Chair Ladder, were not 
neglected ; Pedn Men Du (Sennen Cove), has been almost entirely 
worked out. In short, Cornwall is now recognised as an important 
climbing area in its own right. 

I am very much indebted to the large number of climbers who have 
given ready help in supplying information. 

ALAN BLACKSHA w .. 
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